
Homeless to Home Ownership 
Families in the IOH program continue to make amazing recoveries                    

On January 20th of this 

year, American’s from across 

the nation gathered in 

Washington, D.C. to witness 

President Obama step into 

office.  

Among the crowd of millions, 

were some familiar faces. 

Kenneth and Telisha Brown 

and their two sons, Donovan 

and Dylan, current residents 

in the IOH program,                 

attended the inauguration as 

part of the People’s                

Inaugural Project.  

Earl W. Stafford, head of the 

Stafford Foundation                

sponsored the 

project at the 

JW Marriott 

Hotel. The  

People’s              

Inaugural           

Project invited 

disadvantaged 

persons and wounded              

soldiers to witness the             

inauguration from the prime 

location on Pennsylvania 

Avenue.  

The Brown Family along 

with other guests of the             

project  enjoyed access to a 

heated balcony overlooking 

the parade route, as well as 

tickets to the Inaugural              

Address.  

The day’s festivities ended 

with an Inaugural Ball co-

sponsored by the Northern 

Virginia 

Urban 

League. 

The Brown 

Family was 

very excited 

to be               

selected to 

attend the Inauguration and 

have the opportunity to rep-

resent IOH.  Kenneth Brown 

describe the experience as 

“life changing” and was 

thrilled to be able to share a 

piece of history with his    

family and especially his 

sons, who until this trip had 

never been outside of            

Georgia.  

Since opening its doors in 

1992, IOH has served over 

250 families and is pleased 

to report that we have a 

graduation rate of 75%. 

The majority of families to 

graduate the program move 

into independent rental 

housing. In 2005, a single 

mom with a teenage son 

proved that it is possible to 

make the transition from 

homelessness to home-

ownership. The idea of 

owning a home was one that 

none of the IOH residents, 

including this family, 

thought would ever be a real 

possibility. This brave family 

started a trend. Today, we 

are proud to report that IOH 

has helped 17 families be-

come first time home buyers. 

The most recent family to 

make the transition to home 

ownership is a two parent 

family with four children. 

This family turned what 

could have been a devastat-

ing accident into an amazing 

recovery. The father, who 

worked in apartment main-

tenance, suffered an injury 

at work, resulting in the loss 

of his job. The family worked 

with an attorney to advocate 

for a fair settlement. They 

used the settlement money 

in combination with the al-

most $20,000 that they 

saved while in the IOH pro-

gram to pay cash for a house 

in foreclosure.  
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Don’t forget the Golf                  

Marathon this Fall.  

Contact IOH at                            

(770) 457-3727 for more                 

information.  

There are four golfers that 

participate in this event 

every year. We are looking 

for 2 or 3 golfers who are 

willing to put their skills to 

the test and join us in the 

attempt to play 54 holes of 

golf in one day. If its not for 

you, we also need people to 

sponsor these brave souls in 

their efforts!  

The family closed on their new 

home in March 2009 and is se-

cure in the knowledge that they 

can never become homeless 

Letter from the Executive Director 
The People’s Inaugural Project gives one IOH family the opportunity of a lifetime 



The 14th Annual IOH Golf Tournament 

was held, March 31st at Rivermont Golf 

and Country Club in Alpharetta.  

We want to thank all the volunteers 

who came out to help during the day 

including Kristy Caycee, Elen Christo-

pher, Lou Bickes, Dunwoody Women’s 

Club, Irene Garth, Reginald Grant, 

Jacqueline O’Donnell, and Barbara 

Schwendler.  

We also extend a huge thank you to 

McKendrick’s Steak House for provid-

ing every golfer with a $50 gift card to 

their restaurant. We are very thankful 

to the other corporate sponsors that 

supported the event including: Blue 

Moon Pizza, The Corporate Shop, ETC 

Golf, Honey Baked Ham, Max Lager’s 

American Grill & Brewery, and The 

Ravinia Club. 

One hundred and four golfers braved 

the uncertain weather and enjoyed a 

great day out on the course despite rain 

showers.  Golfers had the opportunity 

to test their skill through several con-

tests, including a hole-in-one contest 

and putting contest. Congratulations to 

Bill Schoder for winning the putting 

contest and Dick DeNell who placed 

second. Both golfers sunk the incredibly 

difficult put.  

The day ended with an awards cere-

mony and reception hosted by River-

mont County Club.  The reception in-

cluded a silent auction of golf and 

sports memorabilia by Heritage Golf 

Shots and a raffle contest that included 

some amazing prizes.  

The staff, residents, and Board of Direc-

tors would like to express its sincere 

gratitude to all the golfers, sponsors, 

volunteers and others who participated 

in the 14th Annual IOH Golf Tourna-

ment. Together, we raised $18,000 to 

support IOH programming and make a 

difference in the lives of homeless fami-

lies and children in our community.  
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Hole Sponsors 

Bridges Dunn-Rankin, LLP 

Café at Pharr 

Our Lady of Assumption 

Harbor Town Construction 

R.F. Gansereit & Associates 

Reginald Grant 

Lorenz Industries Co. 

Kevin Magid 

Sam and Betty Miller 
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Church 
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The Corporate Shop 

A Special Thank you to all the people that supported the event 

14th Annual IOH Golf Tournament raises funds for IOH programming 
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The 14th Annual IOH Golf Tournament 

raises $18,000  

to support IOH programming. 
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IOH depends on the generosity of vol-

unteers to support programs that are 

critical parts of the IOH program. We 

are very thankful to the many volun-

teer groups that offer their support. 

Below is a list of volunteer groups who 

have helped with pantry drives, Life 

Skills workshops, and work days during 

recent months.  

All Saint Catholic Church, RCIA               

Atlanta Youth Academy                               

Bethesda Baptist Church                           

Brookhaven Christian Church                 

Church Women United                              

First Alliance Church Youth Group                

Girl Scout Troup #1640                                 

Kappa Delta                                                   

Northwoods United Methodist Church 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church                

Peachtree Presbyterian Church                        

Presbyterian Church of the New Covenant 

Project Horizon                                           

Saint Luke Presbyterian Church                      

Saint Jude of the Apostle Catholic Church 

Saint Martin in the Field Episcopal Church 

Saint Monica’s Guild                                 

Saint Teresa’s Circle                                 

Snellville Church of Christ Youth Group 

Sugar Loaf United Methodist Church 

YMCA                                                               

The Zoo Crew 

 

The sixth grade class at Saint Jude 

Catholic School spent the weekend of 

April 18th and 19th beautifying the 

IOH grounds under the watchful super-

vision of teachers and parents. The 

group worked hard, weeding old flower 

beds, planting many flowers, painting a 

fence, planting a vegetable garden and 

moving lots and lots of mulch.   

We are very excited to nurture the new 

vegetable garden and are looking       

forward to enjoying 

fresh produce 

throughout the           

summer.  

Sixth Graders sacrifice their 
weekend to make a difference at IOH 

Friends of IOH (Financial Donations January 1, 2009—April 20, 2009) 
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Bill Lamb 
Brad Tate 
Brian Cosgray 
Brian Keith 
Bridges & Dunn-Rankin, LLP 
Brookhaven Christian Church 
Cafe Pharr Out 
Christ the King Lutheran Church 
Christine S. Scott 
Christine T. Mattei 
Church Women United of Dekalb 
County 
Coalition America Inc 
Cristina C. McKibbin 
Cynthia and James McFarland 
David Gay 
David & Paula Humer 
Debra M. McLaughlin 
Denise B. Dwyer 
Dennis Crean 
Dexter Brown 
Dianne Kaseta 
Diversified Medical Distributing 
Dolores V. Zabroske 
Don Millen 
Eileen M. O’Malley 
Elaine Dolt 
Elizabeth D. Beck 
Emily A. Callahan 
Emily H. Abraham 
Eric Johnson 
Ernst & Young Foundation 
Eugene Lorenz 
Eugenia S. Powell 
Frank Humphreys 

Frank Murphy 
George Reynolds 
Glenn Kushel 
Henry Wnek 
Heather F. Odeh 
Holly Monaghan 
J.A.Kramer 
Jacqueline Gil 
Jacqueline O'Donnell 
James and Jessica Moody 
James Duffy 
Janet Kieffer 
Jason A. Smithgall 
Jennifer Kapp 

Jessica F. Hughes 
Jim Everidge 
John Banna 
Jonathan Gansereit 
John & Catherine Haliigan 
John Mills 
John Preval 
John Watley 
Judith L. Kavanaugh 
Julie Lynn Oliver 
Karen Donnelly 
Kathryn Canterbury 
Kathryn H. Asip 
Kathryn H. Cayce 
Kathryn Leonard Eskew 
Kathryn M. Cowan 
Kevin Kirchner 
Kevin Magid 
Kimberly George Sergent 
Knights of Columbus Council 
Kristina J. Casey 
Larry Kohn 
Laura M. Lanzisera 
Lawrence A. Miller, Jr. 
Lisa Gruensfelder 
Lorenz Industrials Co, Inc. 
Lynne S. Jones 
Marcus Wasdin 
Marie A. McDonough 

Mark & Elen Christopher 
Mark A. Bordenca 
Mark Noel 
Mark V Spix PC 
Martha H. Smith 
Maureen Conboy 
MC Shue 
ME Ward Ralston 
Meredith K. Butler 
Michael Barrett 
Michael Grier 
Michael B. Hagearty 
Mike Marlin 

Mike Smith 
Mrs. Jonathan P. Worrell 
Natali C. Ceniza 
Natalie Uebelacker 
Nicholas Snider 
Nichole Brennan 
North Dekalb Rotary Club 
Northwoods United Methodist Church 
Our Lady of Assumption 
Patricia L. Decraene 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church 
Peachtree Road Lutheran Church 
Peter L. Samuelson 
Raymond Gansereit 
Rev. Joyce B. Myers-Brown 
Richard and Martha Michell 
Richard G. Goerss 
Richard J. DeNell 
Robert S. Windholz 
Roland Fredette 
Rollins Walker Agency, Inc. 
Ron Metz 
Sam & Mae Chiarella 
Samuel M. Betor 
Sandra G. Cayce 
Sarah Anderson 
Scott Garrett 
Scott Smith 
St. Jude Catholic Church 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
St. Martin In The Field 
Staci S. Parker 
Steve Bland 
Steven Stubbs 
Susan S. Rhett 
Susan Wieland 
Talia Staden 
Terry & Anicia Biglow 
Terry Moody 
Tim Connolly 
Total Teeth Care Inc. 
Tull Charitable Foundation 
Van M. and Lorraine Lane 
Wendy Greiner Stinnett 
William & Barbara Schwendler 
William C. Broderick 
William E. Oliver 
William F. McBride 

On behalf of the Board of           

Directors and staff of IOH, I 

would like to express my  

deepest gratitude to the many 

friends of IOH who have been 

faithful and loyal supporters 

of this program. Through our 

combined efforts, we can           

create lasting change in the 

lives of homeless families.  

Thank you,  

Frederick Zak,                               

Executive Director 

Volunteers at IOH: 



PO Box 48075  
5200-A Buford Highway 
Doraville, GA 30362 

Interfaith Outreach Home 

Gordon Rogers                                                                                                                 

Inventor, Business Consultant                                                                                             

Elizabeth P. Smithgall,                                                                                                       

Associate, The Ledlie Group                                                                                                      

Dr. Love Henry Whelchel, Jr.                                                                                             

Minister/Professor Interdenominational Theological Center 

 

 

Phone: 770-457-3727 
Fax: 770-457-5216 
E-mail: ioh@bellsouth.net 

The Board of Directors: 

Wm. T. Schwendler, Jr., Chair                                                                                               

Grumman Corporation, (retired)                                                                                        

DeWitt King, Jr., Treasurer                                                                                               

US Department Housing and Urban Development (retired)                                               

Brenda Dorrien, Secretary                                                                                                   

Manager, Spectrum Advisory Services                                                 

Kathryn Canterbury                                                                            

Director of Research Programs, Georgia Cancer Coalition                                                                      

Mark J. Christopher                                                                                                           

Director, Lazard Freres & Co., LLC                                                                                           

Fr. James D. Duffy, SM                                                                                                         

Priest, Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church                                                             

Reginald O. Grant,                                                                                                            

Consultant, Grant and Associates, LLC.                                                                                   

Leigh P. McArthur                                                                                                            

Owner, Heritage Candles Company                                                                                                 

L. Hutch Moore                                                                                                                    

Real Estate Attorney, Miles, McGoff & Moore, LLC                                                            

Eugenia S. Powell                                                                                                              

Elder, Church of the New Covenant Presbyterian                                                                 

John Preval,                                                                                                                        

Senior Manager, Ernst & Young, LLP                                                                               

IOH Corner  

We’re on the web 

www.iohome.org  

The Staff 

Dr. Frederick J. Zak 

Executive Director 

Deborah Walker-Little 

Director of Family Services 

Wilkenda Davis 

Office Manager / 

 Resource Development Assistant 

Anne Umbach 

Volunteer Coordinator /  

Resource Development Assistant 


